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“Wine is bottled poetry
Robert Louis Stevenson

HARVEST UPDATE

Some of the winemaker's are already putting their feet up, while others have only
just started. Let’s take a look at what’s happening with the 2007 harvest:

Schalk van der Westhuizen says the grapes are looking good and healthy on
Alto, but he can’t give us much more detail as he only started harvesting on the
last day of February.

At the other end of the Winelands,
Tukulu’s Adian Fry stopped harvesting
the day Schalk started.

Says Adian: We started harvesting at a
moderate pace on 11 January but things
speeded up drastically after the heat
wave at the end of the month. The
grapes began to ripen much faster and
this meant that we had to harvest grapes
much earlier than expected. Despite the
rush and the heat we still have good
quality grapes with excellent grape
analysis, good flavours and excellent
colours on the reds. Due to the organic
layer of the well-managed cover crops,
very intensive crop thinning and
suckering, the organic vines performed
excellently with high sugars, moderate
acids and low pH’s recorded in most
cases.

Crop size will definitely be less than expected (20%) as a result of intensive crop
thinning and the effect of the heat wave but we have fortunately not had to
sacrifice on quality. We have harvested our first batches of Tannat and Mourvedre
this year, so are looking forward to seeing how they turn out.

In the middle of the Winelands, Niel Bester is complaining that the harvest on
Plaisir de Merle is dragging its heels. “It promises to be fantastic, and the heat
wave and subsequent rain did little to affect quality, however, not much is ripe and
ready yet.

So far we have harvested some Merlot, Cabernet franc, Malbec and Cabernet
Sauvignon and the wines are looking superb with intense colour.
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